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Professional qualifications

Solicitor: 1972-1996 (England and Wales); 1977-1996 (HK)

Call: 1996 (HK)

Inner Bar: 2007 (HK)

Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators

Panel Member of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre

Accredited as a Mediator by the Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR)

Education

LLB (Hons), Class 2(1), University of Sheffield, 1969

Practice profile

Ashley Burns, SC has been practicing law in the field of commercial dispute resolution for over 40 years. He first qualified as a solicitor 

in England in 1972 and was admitted as a solicitor in Hong Kong in 1977. He was a partner of Johnson Stokes & Master (now known as 

Mayer Brown JSM) from 1981 to 1987, the managing partner of Turner Kenneth Brown¡¦s Hong Kong office from 1987 to 1993 and then 

managing partner of the Hong Kong office of Wilde Sapte (now known as Denton Wilde Sapte) from 1993 to 1996. He was called to the 

Hong Kong Bar in 1996 and took Silk in 2007.

Ashley Burns has a broad predominantly commercial practice with an emphasis on employment and partnership related matters. He 

regularly appears in the High Court – in the Court of First Instance; in the Court of Appeal and also in the Court of Final Appeal. He has 

also been involved in a number of arbitrations (both as arbitrator and advocate) and is available for both arbitration and mediation work. 
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